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Successful year
highlighted at the

AGM
Our AGM took place on 17th October, the report
highlighted another very successful year and that
the services total funds during 05/06 were
£228,230. The meeting was informed that DCCS
had spent £222,541 leaving a small surplus of
£23,445. This figure sounds a lot but the Charity
Commission recommends that we have at least
£60,000 in reserves and the meeting was informed
that we have some way to go with our funding.

A presentation focused on the work we have
undertaken and the Trustees highlighted their
commitment to continuing to support Carers in
Durham & Chester-le-Street. Trustees expressed
their concern that the services funding for next
year was very uncertain but they were determined
to sustain and develop the work we undertake.

The number of Carers we were in contact with
up to the end of March 06 was 1207, an increase
of 21% on 2005.

Staff were in regular contact with Carers on 5280
occasions, including 783 home visits throughout
the year and over 2000 letters directed at individual
Carers. This does not include the newsletters
that are sent on a regular basis.

Support Coordinators play a key role in the support
we offer. The opportunity for Carers to speak to
someone independent and willing to listen to their
needs as individuals is vital.  An important element
of the support we offer is assistance with gaining
benefits. All support staff have undergone benefit
training, some of which was supplied by one of
the leading advice charities, The Disability Alliance.
From April 05 to March 06 our service has
managed to get £197,395.12 total benefit
payments annually for Carers.

A detailed report is available by contacting the
office.

Merry Christmas from
Carers Support

As this will be the last newsletter before
Christmas the Trustees and Staff would like to
wish everyone best wishes for Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Carers Rights Event
Wednesday 6th December 2006

Bullion Hall, Chester-le-Street
12 noon till 4 pm

Carers Rights this year focuses upon the theme
of older people. Research has shown that 1 in
8 people over the the age of 60 is a Carer.
Join us on the 6th December this year when
we will be celebrating Carers Rights with an
event packed with information and advice. A
range of organisations will be there on the day
from:
q Department for Works & Pensions
q Welfare Rights
q District Council
They will be giving information on a list of
subjects such as:
q Pension Credit
q Cold Weather Payments
q Housing Benefit
q Council Tax
q Carers Allowence

Contact the office for more information

Stop Press
Congratulations to Dr Shephard and Pauline
Thompson. Pauline wrote a letter nominating Dr
Shepard for the Simplyhealth Carers Choice Award.
Dr Shepard will receive a copy of Pauline’s letter
and a certificate for the surgery, along with £250




